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Abstract; Objective To investigate the level of decoy receptor 3(DcR3) and the characteristics of IFN-y/IL-4 pattern in pa-
tients with systemic lupus erythematosus(SLE). Methods 36 patients with SLE and 32 healthy volunteers as controls were includ-
ed in the study. Serum levels of DcR3,1L.-4 and IFN-y were determined by double-antibody-sandwich enzyme linked immunosorbent
assay(ELISA). Results
were detected in SLE patients(P<C0. 01). DcR3 correlated positively with 1L.-4 (=0, 340, P<C0. 05)and negatively with IFN-y/IL-
4 ratio(r=—0.332,P<C0. 05) , while no correlation was observed between DcR3 and IFN-y(r=—0. 105, P>0. 05). Conclusion
DcR3 might be involved in the development of SLE. Th1/Th2 cytokines pattern might be complex in SLE and different in individual

Compared with the healthy volunteers, significantly higher serum DcR3, IFN-y and IL.-4 concentrations

SLE patients. DcR3 might promote T helper cells transforming into Th2 cells to some extent in SLE patients.
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