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Abstract: Objective To study the effect of neoadjuvant chemotherapy(NAC) on small breast epithelial mucin(SBEM) in pe-
ripheral blood of patients with breast cancer. Methods Enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay was used to detect the level of SBEM
The level of SBEM was

significantly affected by NAC in the effect of NAC for complete response or partial response group,and the level of SBEM level af-

and its descending rate before and after NAC and post-operation in 164 patients with breast cancer. Results

ter NAC was lower than that before NAC. There was statistically significant difference between the SBEM before NAC and that af-
ter NAC(P<C0. 01). While in the ineffective group (stable disease + progressive disease) , the level of SBEM had no significant
difference before and after NAC(P>>0. 05). The descending rate of SBEM level was related with the diameter of the tumor and the
effect of NAC, but unrelated with other clinical parameters(clinical stage,histological grade,lymph node status,age, menstrual sta-
tus,gene subtype, estrogen receptor, progesterone receptor, human epidermal growth factor receptor 2, p53, Ki-67). Conclusion

Changes of the serum level of SBEM and its descending rat after NAC can be used as a useful complement for judging NAC effect,

and it may be used as a new biological index for judging progression and prognosis.
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