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Evaluation of plasma endotoxin test in AIDS patients with gram-negative bacteremia”
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Abstract: Objective To evaluate the value of plasma endotoxin test in AIDS patients with gram-negative
bacteremia by culture method. Methods Blood samples from 3 028 AIDS patients were taken for aerobic cul-
ture and endotoxin test. Gram-negative bacteria were used as the standard to calculate the diagnostic index of
endotoxin test. Results In the endotoxin positive group,25 cases cultured gram-negative bacteria and 387 ca-
ses did not cultured gram-negative bacteria. The endotoxin contents were (0. 107 £ 0. 050) and (0. 166+
0.293) EU/mL (t=3.300,P=0.001).2 955 cases of Gram-negative bacteria were not cultured,and 73 cases
of Gram-negative bacteria were cultured. The endotoxin contents were (0. 044+0.116) and (0. 056+0. 048)
EU/mL (t=1.712,P=0.090). The sensitivity and specificity of endotoxin test were 34. 25% and 86. 90% re-
spectively based on gram-negative bacteria cultured in blood. Conclusion Plasma endotoxin test is not an ideal
diagnostic indicator for AIDS complicated with gram-negative bacteremia.
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