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"Old words and new sayings" of circulating tumor cells
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Abstract : Circulating tumor cells (CTC) refer to tumor exfoliated cells that are free in circulating body

fluids. CTC detection avoids the limitations of invasive tissue biopsy,which is convenient and non-invasive,and

plays an important role in dynamically reflecting tumor status, monitoring curative efficacy and evaluating
prognosis. At present,the CTC count used in clinic practice is an effective prognostic indicator of breast canc-
er,prostate cancer and colorectal cancer. Additionally,the translational study of tumor specific antigen and nu-
cleic acid analysis carried by CTC will help to improve the capture efficiency and diagnostic performance of

CTC. Although the clinical application of CTC detection technology still faces many challenges,its potential in

tumor diagnosis and treatment can not be underestimated and has broad application prospects in the future.
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